[bookmark: _Toc312153951][bookmark: _Toc441215030][bookmark: _Toc441215016]NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Health and Hospitals
Board of Dentistry

Continuing Education Requirements 
(LAC 46:XXXIII.1611. and .1613)

In accordance with the applicable provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950, et seq., the Dental Practice Act, R.S. 37:751, et seq., and particularly R.S. 37:760 (8), notice is hereby given that the Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of Dentistry intends to amend LAC 46:XXXIII.1611. and .1613.
[bookmark: _Hlk96425062]	 
[bookmark: _Hlk187319959]	The Louisiana State Board of Dentistry is amending LAC 46:XXXIII.1611 to allow dentists to receive 3.5 hours of personally attended clinical continuing education for serving on a Medical Review Panel but not to exceed 7 hours annually.

The Louisiana State Board of Dentistry is amending LAC 46:XXXIII.1613 to allow dental hygienists to receive 3.5 hours of personally attended clinical continuing education for serving on a Medical Review Panel but not to exceed 7 hours annually.


Title 46
PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL
STANDARDS
Part XXXIII.  Dental Health Profession
Chapter 16. Continuing Education Requirements

§1611.	Continuing Education Requirements for Relicensure of Dentists
A.1. – C.2. …
3. Dentists are allowed to receive 3.5 hours of personally attended clinical continuing dental education for service on a Medical Review Panel established pursuant to La. R.S. 40:1231.8 or La. R.S. 40:1237.2. No more than 7 hours of continuing dental education may be credited for service on a Medical Review Panel annually.
D. – J.  …
AUTHORITY NOTE:	Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:760(8) and (13).
HISTORICAL NOTE:	Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of Dentistry, LR 20:661 (June 1994), amended LR 21:569 (June 1995), LR 22:24 (January 1996), LR 22:1216 (December 1996), LR 23:1526 (November 1997), LR 24:1117 (June 1998), LR 25:510 (March 1999), LR 26:489 (March 2000), LR 30:2307 (October 2004), LR 32:244 (February 2006), LR 35:1237 (July 2009), LR 36:2038 (September 2010), LR 37:2151 (July 2011), LR 37:3515 (December 2011), repromulgated LR 38:356 (February 2012), amended LR 38:817 (March 2012), LR 38:1959 (August 2012), LR 39:1282 (May 2013), amended by the Department of Health, Board of Dentistry, LR 43:956 (May 2017), amended by the Department of Health, Board of Dentistry, LR 44:47 (January 2018), LR 50:210 (February 2024), LR 51:787 (June 2025), LR


§1613.	Continuing Education Requirements for Relicensure of Dental Hygienists

A. – D.2. …
3. Hygienists are allowed to receive 3.5 hours of personally attended clinical continuing dental education for service on a Medical Review Panel established pursuant to La. R.S. 40:1231.8 or La. R.S. 40:1237.2. No more than 7 hours of continuing dental education may be credited for service on a Medical Review Panel annually.
E. – J. …
AUTHORITY NOTE:	Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:760(8) and (13).
HISTORICAL NOTE:	Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of Dentistry, LR 20:661 (June 1994), amended LR 21:570 (June 1995), LR 22:24 (January 1996), LR 22:1217 (December 1996), LR 23:1526 (November 1997), LR 24:1118 (June 1998), LR 25:510 (March 1999), LR 26:489 (March 2000), LR 30:2307 (October 2004), LR 32:245 (February 2006), LR 35:1237 (July 2009), LR 36:2039 (September 2010), LR 39:86 (January 2013), amended by the Department of Health, Board of Dentistry, LR 44:47 (January 2018), LR 51:788 (June 2025), LR


Family Impact Statement
There will be no family impact in regard to issues set forth in R.S. 49:972.

Poverty Statement
The proposed rulemaking will have no impact on poverty as described in R.S. 49:973.  In particular, there should be no known or foreseeable effect on:
1. the effect on household income, assets, and financial security;
2. the effect on early childhood development and preschool through postsecondary education development;
3. the effect on employment and workforce development;
4. the effect on taxes and tax credits; 
5. the effect on child and dependent care, housing, health care, nutrition, transportation, and utilities assistance.

Small Business Analysis
In compliance with Act 820 of the 2008 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature, the economic impact of this proposed Rule on small businesses has been considered.  It is anticipated that this proposed Rule will have no impact on small businesses, as described in R.S. 49:965.2 et seq.

Provider Impact Statement
The proposed rulemaking should not have any know or foreseeable impact on providers as defined by HCR 170 of 2014 Regular Legislative Session.  In particular, there should be no known or foreseeable effect on:
1.  the effect on the staffing level requirements or qualifications required to provide the same level of service;
2. the total direct and indirect effect of the cost to the providers to provide the same level of service; or
3. the overall effect on the ability of the provider to provide the same level of service.

Public Comment
Interested persons may submit written comments on these proposed rule changes to Arthur Hickham, Jr., Executive Director, Louisiana State Board of Dentistry, P.O. Box 5256, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 70821.  Written comments must be submitted to and received by the Board by 4:30 p.m. on March 10, 2026.  A request pursuant to R.S. 49:953 (A)(2) for oral presentation, argument, or public hearing must be made in writing and received by the Board by 4:30 p.m. on March 10, 2026.

Arthur Hickham, Jr.
Executive Director



FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT
FOR ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
RULE TITLES:  Chapter 16. Continuing Education Requirements

I. ESTIMATED IMPLEMENTATION COSTS (SAVINGS) TO STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS (Summary)	

The proposed rule change may require a minimal increase in workload due to the administrative tracking, including updating continuing education (CE) documents and renewal instructions and verifying Medical Review Panel (MRP) participation when auditing CEs. The Louisiana State Board of Dentistry expects to incur a one-time cost of approximately $500 in FY 2026 for notice and publication of the rule in the Louisiana Register. The Legislative Fiscal Office anticipates the minimal workload increase and one-time payment for publication will be absorbed with existing resources. 

II. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON REVENUE COLLECTIONS OF STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS (Summary)	

The proposed rule changes are not anticipated to impact the revenue collections of state or local governmental units.

III. ESTIMATED COSTS AND/OR ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO DIRECTLY AFFECTED PERSONS, SMALL BUSINESSES, OR NON-GOVERNMENTAL GROUPS (Summary)	

The proposed rule changes provide an economic benefit by encouraging qualified dentists and dental hygienists to participate in Medical Review Panels. Incentivizing the professionals with continuing education credit may improve panel availability and reduce delays in medical malpractice reviews. 

IV. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON COMPETITION AND EMPLOYMENT (Summary)	

The proposed rule change will have no effect on competition or employment.


	
Arthur Hickham, Jr.
Executive Director	
